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FROM: Lisa Eason, Deputy Commissioner, DOAS  

DATE: October 8, 2019 

TO: State of Georgia Procurement Professionals 

RE: Use of Consortia and Cooperative Agreements 

The State Purchasing Division (SPD) announces the following informational resources to assist 
state entities considering the use of consortia or cooperative purchasing groups as a source of 
supply to ensure compliance with Georgia law and the Georgia Procurement Manual (GPM). 

• Authorized Sources of Supply:  As a reminder, pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 50-5-51, to be
an authorized source of supply, the consortia or cooperative purchasing entity must be (1) a
private non-profit organization or (2) a governmental entity (other states or their political
subdivisions).  For-profit consortia or cooperative purchasing entities do not meet this
requirement and may not be used.

To assist state entities, SPD has initiated a list of SPD-approved consortia and cooperative
entities, that may be amended from time to time.  The state entity must seek SPD’s approval
by submitting a request to process.improvement@doas.ga.gov before using a consortia or
cooperative purchasing entity that is not included on the list.

• Competitively Bid: To satisfy GPM Section 1.3.4.4. Consortia or Cooperative Purchasing, the
contract must have been competitively bid.  In addition, the state entity should consider
several other factors in determining the appropriateness of the consortia or cooperative
purchasing contract, including, but not limited to:

o the value and competitiveness of the contract compared to market research of other
available sources of supply;

o the scale of the competitive bid and whether it is a similar or larger scale than a
competitive bid conducted by the state entity itself; and

o the terms of participation in the consortia or cooperative purchasing contract, such as
whether they permit the inclusion of Georgia-required terms, as well as whether there
are prohibited terms, such as auto-renewals.

• Public Notice: The state entity must comply with all requirements of GPM Section 1.3.4.4.
Consortia or Cooperative Purchasing, including the requirement to post public notice to the
Georgia Procurement Registry using form SPD-NI007.
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• Action: Each APO/CUPO must prepare a list of current consortia/cooperatives in use and 

identify any that are not currently on the SPD approved list.  This information will be 
requested via separate communication with a link to an online survey to be completed no 
later than Tuesday, October 22nd.  If you do not receive the separate communication, 
please contact process.improvement@doas.ga.gov.  SPD will review the information 
received and work with state entities individually to identify next steps.   

 
Please assist us in disseminating this information internally.  For any questions or concerns 
regarding this official announcement, please contact SPD at process.improvement@doas.ga.gov. 
 
Please review the following documents enclosed with this memo: 
Approved List of Consortia or Cooperative Purchasing Groups as of October 8, 2019 
Attorney General’s Office Informal Advice Letter September 2019  
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Consortia or Cooperative Purchasing Entities 
Effective October 8, 2019 

 
The State Purchasing Division (SPD) has identified the following consortia or cooperative 
purchasing entities as meeting the requirement under Georgia law (O.C.G.A. Section 50-5-51) and 
Georgia Procurement Manual (GPM) Section 1.3.4.4. “Consortia or Cooperative Purchasing” of 
being either a non-profit or governmental entity.  Please note that this list is subject to change at any 
time with or without notice.  The state entity must seek SPD’s approval by submitting a request to 
process.improvement@doas.ga.gov before using a consortia or cooperative purchasing entity that is 
not included on this list. 
 

 
• Educational & Institutional (E&I) Cooperative Purchasing 

o E&I is a member-owned, non-profit purchasing cooperative serving the needs of 
education.  Contracts are available to higher education, K-12 and related 
communities. 

o Please contact SPD if additional information is needed for participation. 
 

• General Services Administration (GSA) 
o GSA is a federal government agency providing centralized procurement for the federal 

government. 
o Use of GSA contracts does not require SPD’s prior approval; however, the state entity 

must comply with the following: 
 The state entity may only utilize those GSA schedules that are open to state 

government entities. 
 The state entity may only contract with those suppliers with the cooperative 

purchasing symbol as identified by the GSA. 
 The state entity must comply with the GSA’s bidding process as applicable. 

 
• Minnesota Multistate Contracting Alliance for Pharmacy (MMCAP) Infuse 

o MMCAP Infuse is a national cooperative group purchasing for government facilities 
that provide healthcare services.  It was established in 1985 and is operated by the 
State of Minnesota, Office of State Procurement. 

o Please contact SPD if additional information is needed for participation. 
 

• National Association of State Procurement Officials, Inc. (NASPO) 
o NASPO is a non-profit association that is made up of the directors of the central 

purchasing offices in each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia and the territories 
of the United States. 

o Use of NASPO contracts requires SPD’s execution of a participating addendum.  The 
State entity must contact SPD prior to posting a public notice to use a NAPSO 
contract.  SPD will coordinate with the state entity to ensure compliance with GPM 
Section 1.3.4.4. 

 
• Sourcewell (formerly National Joint Powers Alliance or NJPA) 

o Sourcewell is a service cooperative created by the Minnesota legislature as a local 
unit of government. 

o Please contact SPD if additional information is needed for participation. 
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